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The First Amendment: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the government for a redress of grievances.

Letters may be up to 200 words. Include your name,
address and a daytime telephone number. We edit
for brevity, accuracy, clarity and grammar. We reject
anonymous letters, poetry, Internet pass-alongs and
form letters. Writers are limited to one letter within
30 days. Letters and articles may be published in
print, electronic media or other forms. We cannot
return or acknowledge unpublished letters.

Email: bgm-letters@pressconnects.com. 
Web submissions: pressconnects.com/opinion/ 
Click on Submit a Letter.

In one’s life, convivial events such as prom or grad-
uation are some of the most memorable times, but
now a pandemic has cast its menacing shadow.

The daunting truth is no one knows when this will
end. Seniors nationwide are all feeling gypped out of
their high school experiences.

I felt this way, too; although school rescheduled
prom and other events, a thought racing through my
mind is, will it be safe to go to prom or graduation if
restrictions are relaxed? My dilemma: pretending life
has just flipped a switch to normalcy, or choosing to
not attend these painfully pined-for events?

Why would I have to choose if restrictions are abat-
ed? We are out of the woods, right? Wrong.

The truth is no one cares about Upstate New York.
Governor Cuomo has talked about potentially open-
ing upstate before New York City to see what occurs
here before considering a NYC reopening. If that
doesn’t sound like upstate is being used as test sub-
jects, then I don’t know what is. After Cuomo’s claims
to open New York regionally, he was asked about the
infection rate upstate versus downstate; he respon-
ded, “We have not done those calibrations yet.” How
does someone lay claims to reopening a part of the
state that they govern when they haven’t taken the
proper measures to analyze the situation there? 

Governor Cuomo, despite his imperfections in re-

gards to upstate, has done a tremendous job for New
York state as a whole during the COVID-19 pandemic.
He has issued executive orders to stop the spread of
the virus as well as holding daily press conferences,
giving New Yorkers hope and facts in this difficult
time.

If there’s going to be talk about opening upstate be-
fore New York City, there needs to be more testing
done for all counties. Tioga County has no coronavi-
rus testing locations, and the closest is in Broome
County, at UHS and Lourdes hospitals. The problem
encountered when dealing with rural areas upstate,
for example, is people who have mild symptoms may
reside in Candor (in Tioga), far from the nearest test-
ing location in Broome. This is approximately a 42-
minute drive, and if some people lack transportation
or the financial resources to reach a testing facility,
they remain untested and their number will go un-
counted. 

If upstate reopens solely based on positive test
numbers, as people in rural regions come out of their
homes and go back to work, it will spread, rendering
our social distancing actions prior useless. This is a
vicious cycle that only testing can help stop.

Although we don’t know what will happen in the
future, whether high school seniors will have a prom
or graduation, will the economy restart, will places be
open for the summer, will schools remain online? 

What we do know is that life after COVID-19 will be
a new normal, one that everyone has to get used to
and make the best of.

Jenny Jacoby, of Owego, is an Owego Free Academy
student.

Don’t open upstate
without more testing

Owego Free Academy students celebrate prom at the Pumpelly House Estate on May 31, 2019.
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Your Turn

Jenny Jacoby

Guest columnist

As a concerned citizen of Endwell in the Town of
Union, I have concerns about the new battery incine-
rator company project coming to Clark Street and
Robble Avenue in the Village of Endicott.

These buildings are in the Huron Campus previ-
ously used by IBM. I live only two blocks away from
the Village of Endicott border.

I am afraid of the possible toxic fumes and parti-
cles shooting into the air from the smokestack caus-
ing health problems years later. Even though IBM
was an excellent and stable employer in Endicott, our
community suffered serious health issues because of
their chemical spill. Many people were diagnosed
with rare cancers and blood disorders from this spill. 

Why would we want to make this mistake again,
and welcome another company that is potentially
unsafe and unhealthy to the same facility site? Have
we learned a valuable lesson from the IBM spill? 

I am very concerned about possible fires and ex-
plosions that could happen during their process pro-
cedure, which includes using a high temperature kiln
and afterburner. The operation of this company and
potential dangers can be found within the position
paper at NoBurnBroome.com.

Several homes are right across the street from the
building being considered. Two Little League ball-
fields are directly in back of the building. The Russian
Club, Consol’s Restaurant, Antonio’s Restaurant,
Oaks Inn Restaurant, The Son’s of Italy, Joey’s Pizza
and Battaglini Bakery are close to the building. St.
Anthony’s Day Care Center, Absolute Nursing Home
and Northside Park are near the building.

The Endicott Village Board is scheduled to have a
public meeting at 7 p.m. Monday via Zoom, and the
public is invited to participate and voice opinions to
oppose this company from being allowed to operate
in Endicott. 

At the present time, the current zoning law does
not include this type of company to operate within
the industrial zoned area. During the meeting Mon-
day, the Village Board will be voting to change the
zoning law to add “recycling facility” “as a permitted
use,” with the definition being, “A facility for the re-
ceiving, temporary storage, disassembling, and
processing of a single category of pre-sorted recycla-
ble objects into their component parts for resale.
Junkyards are excluded from this definition.” There
is no explanation what is meant by “processing.”

The public has not been fully notified about this
company being considered for the Village of Endi-
cott, and is coming in under the wings of the an-
nounced battery manufacturer, which has been ap-
proved. 

The battery recycling company isn’t even a close
comparison to recycling of bottles and cans. This
change is extremely vague and doesn’t even begin to
address the actual processes used to obtain the end
product of precious metals.

This zoning change can’t and shouldn’t happen
until the state of New York is allowed to open up
again to public meetings on May 15.

Carol A. Layton is an Endwell resident.

Don’t change
zoning law for
battery plant
Your Turn
Carol A. Layton
Guest columnist

The Endicott battery recycling plant wants to
reprocess lithium ion batteries to recover materials
for reuse. MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL FILE
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